
In the past, a discontent with reality expressed itself as a longing for another world. In modern 
society, a discontent with reality expresses itself forcefully + most hauntingly by the longing to 
reproduce this one. As if only by looking at reality in the form of an object — through the fix of a 
photograph - is it real, that is surreal.  

— Susan Sontag, Melancholy Objects 1977
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